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Due to the pandemic this year, it was the first time that the Zhongshan Mass Culture
Festival for Overseas Chinese was held online. Overseas Chinese originally from
Zhongshan gathered together via the Internet. Though thousands of miles apart,

the local accents of the hometown still lingered in their ears.
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With the theme of "Charming Guangdong,
Humanistic Greater Bay Area", the opening ceremony of
the 2020 Zhongshan Mass Culture Festival for Overseas
Chinese co-sponsored by the Guangdong Province
Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese and the
Zhongshan Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese
and the lighting ceremony of the "Overseas Chinese

Linking Every Corner of the World" Information Matrix

T " — ———

was held at the Zhongshan Expo Center on August 28,
2020.

The Zhongshan Mass Culture Festival for Overseas

Chinese initiated in 2010 is held every two years. As
an important platform for cultural exchanges among
overseas Chinese at home and abroad, it has attracted
over 60,000 person-time overseas fellows, Hong Kong
and Macao compatriots and other overseas Chinese, and

collaborated with over 80 institutions and societies from

Dec.2020

over 40 countries and regions across the six continents.
The Culture Festival has become a characteristic
icon for overseas Chinese culture of Zhongshan and
Guangdong. It plays a positive role in enriching the
spiritual and cultural life of overseas Chinese, directing
overseas Chinese to maintain firm cultural confidence,
extensively gathering strengths of Chinese people at
home and abroad, telling stories of China, Guangdong

and Zhongshan, and spreading their voices.
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Composing Beautiful Works in Chinese to Spread
the Voice of Overseas Chinese
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On September 4, 2020, the

awarding ceremony for the 5th

p—

Overseas Chinese Zhongshan
Literature Award was held online

at Zhongshan. The novel King

Lear and 1979 by Xue Yiwei won

PR

the Grand Jury Prize, which is . ‘ ) . — . o
. ' WEEARER(FTRE MBERIEm (FEFEH Do MERER (EIERE
a new summit in Xue's literary 5 1979) EHF (1ER)o HIBY RS 0.

career".

Besides, Zhang Huiwen's

collection of short stories In the
South, Yifu's novel The Sound of
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s S AR -

BRBEFEANRUXFEAETERNPEERNDE BIZLBIEEEFRGTB) RETHEERE. BItEXEKEIENER. SAEZERIR.
IFREBENEEFERE PUAFEIRBEB IR T AMEXRFEET K. ARERE, B ITEBEINEEKR. BASEIN. SR ERE 01K (B

Xie Jiong's collection of poems
Black Ode won the Award for.
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The winners of Shortlisted Works
Award go to Fan Qian's full-length
novel The Inlaid Harp, Li Fengqun's
full-length novel Vast Wilderness,
Hei Hai's novel Yebisu Garden
Place, Helen Jia's collection of
poems A Century of Serenity and
Zhou Jieru's collection of essays In
Hong Kong.

These award-winning works
covered extensive genres and
diversified topics, homeland
and foreign land, individual and
community, nationality and
cosmopolitanity. Notably, there
were six female authors among the
nine award recipients and the first-

ever Australian winner.
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Writing in Mother Tongue to Cross the World's Ravines
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Although the’winners of the 5th Overseas
Chinese Zhongshan Literature Award could not
come to Zhongshan and receive the awards due
to the pandemic, they sent their stories of growing
up with the mother tongue from the US, Canada,
Japan, Australia and so on, and shared with us
their ups and downs, sad or touching moments,
disappointments or hopes. As Xue Yiwei, winner of
the Grand Jury Prize, put it, "Literature is about the

studies of humans."
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After forty years of life experience, ten years of
academic preparations, and 16 months of constant
and solitary efforts, | finally climbed up the new
summit in my literary life at noon of March 8, 2020.
| named this "new summit" King Lear and 1979. It is
an "encyclopedia” about human nature that | have

long been dreaming of.
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Mother tonglie’is always the language that is
closest to euremind, the most natural and sincere
languagesin'my writing. It is the hometown that |
tak&with me. As long as | write in Chinese, | feel
cfose to my childhood and hometown. It is a
precious blessing that a writer knows this ancient,

beautiful and profound language and can write in it.
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During my 30-year writing | have published over
10 full-length novels , and kept looking for changes,
the changes closely related to my living environment

and life status.
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Well, poetry is a kaleidoscope of the world.
It represents an individualized examination
and magical presentation of the world through
languages. The broken pieces of life are right there
and everyone has several pieces. A poet is simply a
person who observes people in this world through

the kaleidoscope of poetry.
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Writing is a lonely process. Once you complete
a novel and your nerves relax, you will be
overwhelmed by fatigue. At this moment, you look
back and unexpectedly find out that someone is
supporting you, encouraging you and warming you.
This will be the largest comfort to a writer, a drive

motivating him to keep going.
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My life is filled with these ordinary things and
also helplessness.
The incapability to fight against the dull life

pushed me to produce the Vast Wilderness.
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When | began to write the Yebisu Garden Place
in 2019, | did not expect someday | would receive
this award for it. But indeed, | got a feeling of remote

longing, a feeling that my inside impulse to write

was intensifying.
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It is a great honor in my life that the collection
of poems A Century of Serenity was shortlisted
for the Zhongshan Literature Award for Overseas
Chinese. | want to extend my gratitude to the Award
forits unique kindness, care and incentives from the

homeland to overseas Chinese writers.
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As a famous hometown of overseas Chinese
and the hometown of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Zhongshan is
of great appeal to me. | do want to buy a big house
in Zhongshan someday. Cant’ wait to see you,

Zhongshan!
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Focusing on the Development of Rule of Law in the Greater
Bay Area and Facilitating Revitalization of Zhongshan
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In the communication part, overseas Chinese
entrepreneurs raised questions on labor, intellectual
property, contract disputes, financial tax and
international trade, and sought solutions from the
experts. The experts answered these questions one
by one, and gave their professional opinions and
suggestions. At the meeting, attendees also discussed
on building the legal affairs communication and
coordination mechanism for overseas Chinese in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area to

promote signing of relevant agreements.
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Painting Portraits of Heroes
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On September 26, 2020, Zhongshan Federation
of Returned Overseas Chinese held the "Children
Painting Portraits of Heroes" 100-meter scroll
painting activity for overseas Chinese children. Over
100 children and overseas Chinese participated in
this playful activity.

The COVID-19 pandemic surged across the
globe in 2020. Numerous ordinary heroes played
their role in fighting against the pandemic.
They were medical staff, community workers
and people holding fast to their positions in all
walks of life. With the simplest actions, these
bold ordinary people demonstrated the spirit of
prioritizing life, adhering to unified pursuit of the
whole country, giving priority to national interests,
respecting science and combating against the

outbreak joint efforts.

LEGESHRSI TERFRILE. FREA—ESNM.
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Playing the Music of Love
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On the evening of October 28, 2020, a charity
concert supported by overseas Chinese was
presented at the minor theater of the Zhongshan
Culture & Art Center. With a title of Playing 'Music'
of Love to Achieve Poverty Alleviation, the concert
focused on the theme of poverty alleviation and
benevolent spirit spreading.

Overseas Chinese gave solid support to the
charity concert. The organizer received benevolent
donations from Zhongshan fellows, overseas
Chinese and Hong Kong and Macao compatriots.
The funds will be used for building "Zhongshan
Bridge" in Xiaoyu Village under targeted assistance
of Zhongshan Federation of Returned Overseas
Chinese. In the concert, Wei Haiying, standing
committee member of ZFROC and president of
Zhongshan Chaoren Overseas Association, donated
a check of RMB100,000 on behalf of the Association.
ZFROC granted acknowledgment plaques to
benevolent institutions and individuals from the

overseas Chinese cycle that supported this concert.
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Returned Overseas Chinese of Zhongshan on the Way
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Returned Overseas Chinese Witnessed the Development
towards a Moderately Prosperous Society.
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On the evening of November 10,
2020, the closing ceremony of the 2020
Zhongshan Mass Culture Festival for
Returned Overseas Chinese was held
under the theme of " Witnessing Together -
Returned Overseas Chinese of Zhongshan
on the Way to a Moderately Prosperous
Society in All Respects”. Focusing on the
three subjects of "medical education”,
"agriculture” and "new countryside”, six
returned overseas Chinese guests were
invited to share touching stories on their
way to moderate prosperity. Besides, stories
of another three guests were presented via
videos.

On the road to a moderately
prosperous society, returned overseas
Chinese make concerted efforts with people
across the country to create a bright future.
Their stories are full of warmth and power.

"We are walking on the socialist road
with Chinese characteristics. If an enterprise
can make profits and use the money properly,
thenitis a good enterprise," said Gu Runjin.

"I hope to inspire others to take part in
public welfare undertakings with my previous
experience and continue the charitable spirit,"
said Mrs. Chiu Tsang Hok Wan via a video link.

"I have no lifelong big dream. After
planting banana for decades, | have earned
myself a well-to-do life. So | want to make
contributions to the village, and help others

live better," said Tan Tianwen.
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On November 10, 2020, the "Journey of Overseas
Chinese Businessmen across/South Guangdong
(Zhongshan)" organized by the’Guangdong Province
Federation of Returhed Overseas Chinese, the
Guangdong International Overseas Chinese Chamber
of CommerceXdnd the Zhongshan Federation
of Returned Overseas Chinese was launched in
Zhongshan.

More than 100 overseas Chinese businessmen
including Li Jing, vice chairman of the All-China
Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese and

chairman of the Guangdong Province Federation

Eastern U.S., Guo Zewei, president of the Guangdong
International Overseas Chinese Chamber of
Commerce, and Lin Huiyong, president of the US
Chao-Shan Chamber of Commerce, participated
in the three-day forum of economic and trade
investigation and investment in Zhongshan.

During this period, the delegation of overseas
Chinese businessmen visited the Qijiang New Town
(Shigi Headquarters Economic Zone), the Planning
Museum of Tsuihang New District, Zhongshan

Branch of the Institute of Drug Discovery and

S

2021 F=F1TH 17 725407/ 47
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Development of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, & i 22398598 B f2 87616655 iR 87398992
of Returned Overseas Chinese, Liang Guanjun, and Fullcryo (Zhongshan) Low Temperature W [E] 23979233 & £ 85572100 K i@ 87779887
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