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Despite thousands of miles away, we join hands
in fighting against the pandemic
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With the theme of "Demeanor of the overseas Chinese community, Pioneers in the
fight against the pandemic", the special issue recorded the stories of 20 pioneers or
associations during the pandemic. They are the epitome of many people from the
overseas Chinese communities of Zhongshan who participated in the fight against

the pandemic.
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Demeanor of the overseas Chinese commiunity, Pioneers in
the fight against the pandemic
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Inthis "battle” against the pandeffiic, the overseas Chinese
of Zhongshan have always joined fiands with the motherland.
When the domestic medi¢alsupplies were in shortage, boxes of
precious relief suppliesivere delivered across the sea, traveling
thousands of milesfor help. When the pandemic was under
control at home but began to spread abroad, the "heart-
warming bags" were sent to overseas Chinese from the home
country, together with our care and condolences.

In this process, the Zhongshan Federation of
Returned Overseas Chinese actively liaised with the
outside world, delivering timely the anti-virus and
scientific prevention information at home to the

returned overseas Chinese and their relatives, the

Oct.2020

overseas Chinese and compatriots in Hong Kong and

Macao, and assisting them to support the prevention
and control work in their hometown. At the same
time, as a member unit of Zhongshan special class
for prevention and control work, ZFROC has actively
cooperated with the special class in the affairs
related to overseas Chinese, conducting nucleic acid
testing, accommodation, quarantine and transfer of
passengers entering Zhongshan from overseas through
Guangdong ports, and strictly guarding the first line of
defense for overseas imports. ZFROC also launched
the "Overseas Humanistic Care Action" to overcome
the difficulties and fight against the pandemic together

with overseas Chinese at home and abroad.
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Fighting against the pandemic continuously
with affection
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Gao Miaokui remembers every donation and
is often deeply moved. She said that the overseas
compatriots worked together with us to fight
against the pandemic, and these experiences will be

unforgettable for the rest of her life.



STORY s

WRIMTS, +1

KB AR

Going against the difficulties to win the fight against the
pandemic

PURARRIKE/ TN TN A ZFE R, BaEE, — 2R EBHK.

TRRBNTN A B EERE RISRARLE A
(RMRAE, 5 EZT5FTIgSRIRTE, JLFHE 1
R IR E 255,

2R 6H, FMFBIRERERTETT B AE/
A TR R AR A R ETE, ElHE LA
ZIIE (S Hth 4 BB T P AL A B SR

2H7HRER W, BEIMRA LT THE T,
AN LB N TR EoAth =z [ A2 5
ENR R SFFEER, bR TENEEEIRIN S
ML, 2000 N H B HHBEREHZED T,

HARZBMANEXPER, MATEEEXmT, X
To S B A 2 A 5 2 A R RIS UR,

PN ZEERERE T /B
AR 12 {1, FERLTEINE/NFH RIZH
TEPR B Ay i Y 4 T 58 5% — B33 e Fifi A8
ILTRA, s iE H ORI EA E R ST T R AR
E IR 2 HE T
BEZERREEY RIRHANE, S —1Tik
BESOTT-METEITERNRITHO, $XHE—RiE

FxtrtesE, AE N FURERE/NINZ, PR
INNBIITRERE TR VNN, BN _ERZAR AR, AT
X G MEREEVNT S B EERE A, BEE
& HEMHEEER,

CUB RN RET R A R L EE R
KRN, B—EHEEHDLETRT TR, Xk
FIHEEREXIAL 7. ” R ERF LT EE,

— 1 ZA&mHL

SR NERRKEEK” 2 A 8 H, S/NTH
ZFRHIBDEN R T H7 et i R RI2 LT B ) 12 e
AR, TIES ESENATEE, H—DineEssE
AUBRBAETS, FEAITE/ NT SHNE SR R FAL IR E,
IR 24 /N AR(ESF, (BN SRS, LT
ZheIRER,

N RN ER 2R A RTRSNERA & RIR G, 2
FER RV /N B TEMER", 7
A RER EIRRENR R ERE R,

ELNERD NRRE BOANFRENEET,
MAMERDATEREERM & LML 2



FER (6—) BERTNNRAGHERARUBEFREXR EEMSIRIE (BRBZIHERE)

R, BUGZERGE, R, R, WE
RHREL L. TR, RRAERBHESEMHE, #
HHE 2 IEREE,

MRAE EARE, AMrDUEEMERK,
WEAREESHET, KRB E, BRRA
RIER LT,

BARME RN BEN, BEETIENR
MRZE, N REAZE—D, BiEfEEELein, B0
SR —BRNE, RAEFEEEIRE,

M2 A 7HEZX, FEL—-BRFENH, —
N2 HEAEKRR B, WE=UHE®K, HB7T
2000 27T, SREIX. AFILM/NTRBITUE T1E,

BB ER N P RS RS A S B, i At
PN s R LRI RIS, AREIESE, RPRERSE T HIX,
SRJG, AT FE B IR 2 W SEXS B | Y v A0 B9 £

Oct.2020

R, FTTEMWENE, TOERSCGEMITRCREF L
AL B3,

B, NTREEMEE, SEGTREREM
FrL R IME Y ES AE#. 2R “SERIT
Rralles”, (BEFRARNARH TSR K, =i
TAFRENHRI H — I IIRRE,

At present, industrial poverty alleviation
projects in Xiaoyu Village, such as sweet potato
planting base and apricot chicken breeding base,
have all been on the right track. Although this year
is very busy and hard, Li Hailong feels honored to
make a contribution to poverty alleviation when

seeing the prosperous life of the poor households.
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After-90 "gatekeeper" of prevention of imported cases
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At Guangzhou Baiyun Airport, flights
from abroad arrive every day. For this reason,
Zhongshan government quickly set up the
headquarters of Zhongshan Transit Station for
imported personnel from aproad, accepting
foreign tourists and overseas.compatriots, and
strengthening the first,pkotective net" to prevent
imported cases fromoutside.

On March 12xFeng Pei, a first-level clerk of
Zhongshan Federation of Returned Overseas
Chinese,Was assigned to Zhongshan Transfer
Statignof Guangzhou Baiyun Airport as soon
as‘he arrived at his new office. He became a
‘gatekeeper” of prevention of imported cases in

Zhongshan.
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Helping overseas Chinese enterprises clear obstacles to
their resumption of work and production
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In the early stage of the resumption of work
and production, enterprises were faced with many
difficulties, such as the shortage of pandemic
prevention supplies, the cut-off of the upstream and
downstream supply chain, the employees being
stranded in other places and unable to return to work
andsoon.

"It is my duty to provide assistance to overseas
Chinese, their families as well as overseas Chinese
enterprises, to listen to their voices and help them
resume their work and production smoothly," said

Yuan Yuchang.
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"Please let me be the first one to go to Wuhan and
offer my help"
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Although the hope of going to the front line fell,
Huang Danping still had a very important duty. He
was in the hospital, guarding the "front line" of his
post and providing daily diagnosis and treatment
services to the citizens in need.

Even at the hospital, Huang Danping always ran
downstairs whenever he had time, with an attitude
of "staying at the front line as much as possible”. He
did this not only to calm everyone down, but also to

solve the emergency in time.
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Either browsing WeChat groups or looking for supplies
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For Li Jiasheng, Vice President and Secretary
General of Zhongshan Overseas Chinese Youth
Federation, the Spring Festival was originally a rare
holiday. However, the increasing tension of the
pandemic had indulged him in the work of WeChat
groups, busier and more anxious than usual.

Li Jiasheng said that he had joined more than 30
WeChat groups since the second day of the New Year,
among which people were seeking supplies to fight
against the pandemic. These Wechat groups included
the docking group of hospitals in key pandemic-
stricken areas and the docking group of hospitals in
prefecture-level cities. In these groups, there were on
average more than 100 messages for help every day.
He saved each one and looked around for supplies as
needed.

In every mail he sent to the compatriots around
the world, Li Jiasheng would write the following
sentence: Although Chinese people are thousands of

miles away, our hearts are always together.
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Since the first donation, Lin Meiying, who was in
charge of the financial work of the Overseas Chinese Friends
Association, had been staring at the WeChat information
on her mobile phone every day for fear of missing a certain
donation. She also took pen and paper with her. "As soon
as | received the donation | would write it down. And |
published the donation listin time every day."

Now she is quite skilled in WeChat collection
and payment through the repeated practice in the
donation. It was not easy to learn it well, but she felt
very happy when she thought that she can better
serve the Overseas Chinese Friends Association and

its members with new knowledge and skills.
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Standing out because of a patriotic heart
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Li Junhao regalled that when the pandemic was
at its worst in Italy, he received a request for help from
the Italiap, He immediately launched an online mask
collection, and sixty to seventy companies offered
assistance within two hours.

Faced with the pandemic, the support from all
sides is beyond borders. While participating in the fight
against the pandemic, Li saw a lot of positive energy in
society, especially the patriotic strength in the Chinese
community.

The majority of Chinese people and overseas
Chinese took the fight against the pandemic as the
command and led the charge, demonstrating the
courage and responsibility of Chinese people with their
practical actions. The patriotism is passed on from
person to person, from generation to generation.

Han Zesheng, former Vice Chairwoman of the
CPPCC Zhongshan Municipal Committee, recalled
that during the SARS pandemic in 2003, she received a
letter from Li Donghai, father of Li Junhao, expressing
his concern for family members in the motherland and
donating a batch of pandemic prevention materials.

No matter where he goes, no matter where he is,
Li Junhao always insists: "l am a Chinese and | am very

proud of it!"
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Light masks, heavy affection
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After receiving the masks sent by Ruan Jiankun
and other Zhongshan compatriots in Macao, the
recipient communities sent emails or WeChat
messages to express their sincere thanks. Ruan said

that this international support with boundless love

not only greatly strengthened the firm confidence of
the Zhongshan compatriots in Macao and overseas
to overcome the pandemic, but also was a very
meaningful action to unite the compatriots at home
and abroad.

For more than 30 years, Ruan Jiankun has been
enthusiastic about public welfare undertakings. He is
passionate about the construction of his hometown
and actively contributes to society, associations and
industry. At present, the pandemic situation in many
overseas countries is still severe, and experts predict
that there might be a second phase of the pandemic
this autumn and winter. Facing the uncertain trend of
the pandemic, Ruan said that he will continue to pay
close attention to the trend of the pandemic in China,
and strengthen communication and exchanges with
overseas communities in order to fight against the
pandemic together.
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"Honorary citizens have the duty to do more
for their hometowns"
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When learning of the outbreak of the pandemic
in China, Xiao Xiaoquan immediately considered the
need for professional medical equipment on the first
line. He purchased the medical supplies needed while
contacting the air passage.

On February 11, the Zhongshan Federation of
Returned Overseas Chinese received 100,000 masks
donated by Xiao, which was the first batch of anti-virus
materials donated by overseas compatriots.

Xiao said that this batch of materials was really
precious. In the early stage of the pandemic, the airlift
was chaotic, and it was difficult to get most of the anti-
pandemic supplies back to China quickly. He faced the
difficulties, actively communicated with the airlines,
and finally got through a line from Peru to Vancouver,
then to Toronto, Hong Kong, and finally back to
Zhongshan.
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Traveling between Zhongshan and Norway, he fought
against the pandemic unceasingly
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"The Norwegian Guangdong Chamber of
Commerce, together with the Norwegian Educated
Youth Association, launched a donation initiative and
received RMB100,000 in one day." After the outbreak
of the pandemic, Chinese people in Norway were
very concerned about the situation at home. When
learning the shortage of anti-virus supplies, Li Zhenjie,
President of the Norwegian Guangdong Chamber of
Commerce, and Li Xiaoling, President of the Norwegian
Educated Youth Association, immediately organized
various communities to donate, managed to purchase
17 boxes of materials and sent them back to China at

once.
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Purchasing whatever available regardless of price
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At the end of March, as the pandemic in China
eased considerably, Zheng Chaodong returned to New
Zealand. Before returning home, he had organized
Zhongshan Association and Qingyuan Association
in New Zealand through WeChat to make donations
to the Guangdong Charity Foundation or the Red
Cross. "After returning to China and quarantining, |
immediately organized people to donate money and
purchased materials."

Next, the pandemic also spread to New Zealand.
Zheng Chaodong then organized the supplies from
China to support compatriots in New Zealand. He said:
"We take turns to donate. Overseas compatriots have
contributed money and efforts to help the motherland
to fight against the pandemic. When they have

difficulties, of course we must care for them."
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The first Chinese entrepreneur to stand out
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As Chinese entrepreneurs, when the pandemic
approached, Xiao Shaoshen and Pang Huiming both
believed that they should do their best to contribute to
the local fight against the pandemic and demonstrate the
corporate culture of Chinese enterprises that they have
the courage to assume social responsibility.

The first case of COVID-19 in Panama occurred
in early March, Pang Huiming said, at the local
carnival, which was the best time for people to
organize parties or travel abroad. After the outbreak

of the pandemic, the Panamanian government

¥
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Oct.2020

quickly imposed martial law. The local Chinese
responded positively and took measures such as
wearing masks to protect themselves.

Xiao Shaoshen and Pang Huiming donated
250,000 large plastic bags to the Panamanian
government at once, making theifsenterprise the first
local Chinese enterprise to stapd-out.

Pang Huiming said, that despite the fact that
she was aware of the higher risk of infection and
the high cost of.eperating the company during the
pandemic, she still insisted in protecting and settling

employeesiand assisting the local government.
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Relieving overseas Chinese enterprises
of their troubles by legal means
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Vong Keng Hei, Jéaguim is the second successor
of Vong Hin Fai Lawyers and Private Notary in Macao.
He is a well-knowirlawyer in Macao and is familiar with
the legal provisions and regulations of Zhongshan and
Macao.

Joaquim said frankly that rather than donating
money and materials to fight against the pandemic, he
did more to give play to his personal strengths, making
use of his regional and professional advantages to
provide legal assistance to enterprises in Zhongshan

during the pandemic by solving the practical problems

Oct.2020
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faced by them.

"The pandemic has caused many companies to
suspend operations, and the extended resumption of
work has brought about a series of supply chain and
market problems." Joaquim said that many enterprises
in Zhongshan have businesses in Macao. Faced with
the impact of the pandemic on the performance of
mainland Macao-related contracts, he contacted the
Legal Advisory Committee of Zhongshan Federation
of Returned Overseas Chinese and the lawyers of New
Social Stratum Association, and often communicated

with them overnight.
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The mission of the president of a fellow townsman's association
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Peng Yiwei was born in Cambodia, and his mother
was from Shigi, Zhongshan. Before the outbreak of the
pandemic, he returned to Zhongshan several times a
year. He was deeply impressed by the unsophisticated
culture and well-preserved traditions of Shigi.

To Zhongshan, he was a wanderer who was
nostalgic for his native land. In Francewhere he had
lived for more than 40 years, he acted like a parent of a
group of overseas students far away from hometown,
paying close attention to the children.

"At first, when the Chinese started wearing masks,
the French looked at them with strange eyes. After
the outbreak of the pandemic, the Chinese people
had masks, but the locals didn't. What would local
people think?" Peng advised Chinese students to give
some spared masks to their classmates and friends
regardless of whether they were Chinese or not.

In his opinion, this is also part of the mission of the

president of a fellow townsman's association.
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The caring love of overseas compatriots weighs more than 6 tons
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The one million medical rubber gloves, weighing
more than six tons, were the heaviest overseas donations
of medical supplies since Zhongshan issued a call for
medical protection materials to overseas Chinese at
home and abroad.

"In such a short period of time, it is true that
many things occurred, but all the compatriots,
on the premise of helping our hometown, have
contributed their money and efforts without regrets,

and it was all worthwhile." Tan Shaohong was very

Oct.2020

grateful for the efforts of the compatriots.

In addition to actively raising anti-virus supplies,
the Chinese-language media, one of Malaysia's
"three treasures”, had also assumed its social
responsibility and stood at the forefront of the fight
against the pandemic.

They looked for heartwariing stories during the
pandemic, including the touching stories of front-line
personnel and the suppért and concern of all sectors
of society, and provided objective, practical and warm

reports to comfort people during this critical period.
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No time difference from Peru to Zhongshan
in the fight against the pandemic
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In early March, Costa Rica repgkted its first
confirmed case of COVID-19. At thelend of March, the
Zhongshan Municipal Party Commiittee and Government
launched the "Action of Caring and supporting Overseas
Zhongshan People in péapidemic prevention and control’,
and the first batch‘ef*medical supplies donated by the
Red Cross society-of Wuguishan District were sent to
Costa Rica at the fastest speed.

After receiving masks donated from her
hometown, Weng Cuiyu organized compatriots
to give them to local police, medical workers and
overseas Chinese.

In May, the Association of Overseas Chinese in
Costa Rica organized a donation by local Chinese

to purchase food and anti-virus materials for the
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families severely affected by the pandemic. In just a
few days, more than 40,000 dollars was raised to buy
coffee, milk, pasta and other food for nearly 2,000
local families.

In June, the pandemic in Costa Rica recurred,
with the number of confirmed cases rising sharply,
and the second batch of materials donated by
people in Zhongshan arrived in Costa Rica in time.
On June 30, the Association of Overseas Chinese
in Costa Rica delivered the supplies, with a total
value of about 500,000 dollars, to the local Mexican
hospitals.

"The selfless assistance from Zhongshan has
brought confidence to the Costa Ricans to win the
battle against the pandemic, and warmed the hearts
of overseas Chinese."
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